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INTRODUCTION
Changes in breeding ranges and numbers of Nebraska breeding birds are the
primary focus of a Summer Seasonal Report. Every year there are changes to be noted;
this year is no exception.
Although most of the phenomena listed below are examples of dispersing
individuals without breeding evidence, these often indicate breeding range expansion.
White-winged Doves are becoming numerous in southern and western Nebraska,
although breeding in far eastern Nebraska was only the 5th report for the state. Chuckwill’s-widow continues to creep westward in the south; the westernmost report to date
was of one that crossed the 100-mile gap from Thayer Co to Harlan Co. Osprey
continues to find success at as many as five existing locations in the west, but exciting
was a successful new eastern site in Washington Co. New locations for nest-box
breeding success for Northern Saw-whet Owl continue. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
added new counties to its range in the state: Red Willow and Jefferson. Sightings
suggested that White-breasted Nuthatch continues to creep westward in riparian
corridors. Continuing to move northward, Northern Mockingbird was reported at two
northern locations. Carolina Wren, Tufted Titmouse, and Summer Tanager took
significant jumps to the extreme northeast and to northeastern Cherry Co. Reports of
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts Bluff Co continue
to increase, but breeding has not yet been documented there. Suggestive of adequate
moisture conditions, Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark both were found near Agate,
normally an arid part of the state. Dickcissels, now taking pride in being last in the
checklist order, were in high numbers statewide, notably in the far west.
Rarities were led by a cooperative Brown Booby at Harlan County Reservoir
for about a month; it was Nebraska’s second, and first available to birders. The fourth
state record of a Black-chinned Hummingbird, and certainly not the last of this
expanding-range species, was at Blair, Washington Co, for a few weeks, but not
known to birders; the four records are scattered across the state. Other “quality” finds
were the 22nd record of Neotropic Cormorant and 28th of Laughing Gull. Possibly as
rare in terms of probabilities was a very late Tennessee Warbler, documented by
recording and description.
A word on Nebraska’s famous species pairs and their hybrid zones. There
were several reports of the eastern or western species deep in the range of the other
members of the species pair. While not unlikely, none of the reports mentioned the
possibility of hybrids. I encourage observers to take care to examine plumages with
care; hybrids are quite numerous within the hybrid zones. An example of the
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usefulness of describing plumages in understanding distributions is included in the
Indigo Bunting account.
ABBREVIATIONS
ad: adult
BBS: Breeding Bird Survey
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co
Cem: Cemetery
CG: Campground
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co
Co(s): County (ies)
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co
EED: Expected Early Date
ELD: Expected Late Date
fem: female
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co
HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos
imm: immature
juv: juvenile
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co
LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln
m. ob.: many observers; NC: Nature Center
NM: National Monument
NNF Bessey: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co
NNF McKelvie: Nebraska National Forest, Cherry Co
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co
Res: Reservoir
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co
SHP: State Historical Park
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s)
SP: State Park
SRA: State Recreation Area
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area
OBSERVERS
AB: Aaron Brees, Polk Co, IA
AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA
AHa: Alex Harman, eBird
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AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering
AKr: Augie Kramer, eBird
AP: Andrew Pierson, Grand Island
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City
BKo: Bill Kowalski, eBird
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha
CBa: Carla Barbaro, eBird
CCf: Colin Croft, eBird
CDy: Curtis Dykstra, eBird
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Omaha
CO: Chris Olson, Papillion
CPr: Cathy Prettyman, eBird
CRu: Christopher Rustay, eBird
CWo: Cal Wolf, eBird
D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames
D&MW: Donald & Marion Weidemann, eBird
DE: David Ely, eBird
DGl: Don Glasco, eBird
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk
DHo: Daniel Horton, eBird
DKi: Doug Kibbe, eBird
DSa: Dave Sandahl, eBird
DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn
DYo: Douglas Yochum, eBird
DZa: Dave Zavadil, eBird
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue
EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln
EKi: Ethan Kistler, eBird
ERa: E.J. Raynor, Lincoln
G&MA: Greg & Mary Beth Albrechtsen
GBe: Grant Beauprez, eBird
GHa: Greg Hartel, eBird
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont
GW: Gordon Warrick, Valentine
GWa: Glenn Walbek, eBird
GWr: Greg Wright, eBird
J&LS: Jim & Linda Swenson, eBird
JAg: Justin Agan, eBird
JB: Jean Beck, eBird
JCa: John Carlini, Lincoln
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JFr: Jake Friebohle, eBird
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln
JHa: Jennifer Hammett, eBird
JHo: Jane Hollst, Mead
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield
JNi: Jonathan Nikkila, Kearney
JOl: Jean Olson, eBird
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha
JS: John Sullivan, eBird
JVa: John Vanderpoel, eBird
JWo: Jo Wolf, eBird
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell
KDy: Keith Dyche, Shenandoah, IA
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth
KSo: Katie Sorenson, eBird
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney
LBa: Laura Baake, eBird
LBe: Larry Bernhardt, eBird
LCl: Laurie Clemens, eBird
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln
LFe: Linda Ferring, eBird
LIr: Laurie Ireland, eBird
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden
M&CV: Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln
M&SP: Michael & Sharon Pratt, eBird
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton
MBs: Matt Beisel, Seward
MCl: Mary Clausen, La Vista
MDo: Mike Doyen, eBird
MFH: Michele Fuhrer-Hurt, eBird
MGo: Mackenzie Goldthwait, eBird
MHn: Matt Hansen, eBird
MLo: Micky Louis, eBird
MMy: Michael McCloy, eBird
MPe: Mark Peterson, eBird
MSa: Matthew Sabatine, eBird
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln
MWl: Max Williams, eBird
NLu: Nick Lund, eBird
PBl: Peggy Blair, eBird
PHo: Paula Hoppe, Colon
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POl: Peter Olsoy, eBird
PRa: Paul Randall, eBird
PRo: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA
PSa: Phyllis Salyards, eBird
PZa: Penny Zahurones, eBird
RH: Robin Harding, Minden
RKu: Randy Kursinsky, eBird
RLa: Rebecca Laroche, eBird
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering
RSt: Ruthie Stearns, Lincoln
RVi: Richard Vitters, eBird
RW: Rick Wright, Bloomfield, NJ
SDi: Scott Dieni, eBird
SFe: Scott Fesmire, eBird
SH: Susanne Hickey, eBird
SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln
SLu: Scott Luedtke, eBird
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha
SNe: Steven Nelson, eBird
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln
STa: Steve Taylor, eBird
SWh: Susi Whittemore, eBird
T&DT: Tim & Debbie Teal, eBird
TBa: Tom Bailey, eBird
TCl: Trish Clapp, eBird
TEw: Tom Ewert, eBird
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln
THo: Tully Hochhausler, eBird
TJW: T.J. Walker, Milford
TMo: Tony Moline, eBird
TWh: Tali Whittemore, eBird
WL: William Flack, Kearney
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA
SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: If you have doubts this species is moving into
Nebraska, read on! Reports were from three locations. Four appeared in late
May near Raymond, Lancaster Co, and 1-4 were reported there through 30
Jul (m. ob.; photos). Eight were photographed at a pond at Bridgeport,
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Morrill Co, 1-3 Jun (SFe, KD; photos), and two were at a Grand Island golf
course 3 Jun (fide JGJ; photo). There are now 21 reports of this summer
visitor; amazingly, 18 of these have been since 2000.
Snow Goose: The expected summer sightings were reported statewide except for the
Panhandle (m. ob.); best count was 12 at BOL 6 Jun (LE).
Ross’s Goose: Summer sightings are increasing, although still less-than-annual; one
was at BOL 6-14 Jun with Snow Geese (LE).
Greater White-fronted Goose: The only report of this less-than-annual summer
straggler was of one in Hall Co 1 Jun (RW).
Cackling Goose: None were reported of this rare summer visitor central and east.
Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer resident.
Mute Swan: The only one reported was a “park bird” at Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha,
2 Jun (STa).
Trumpeter Swan: Summering adults and family groups were reported as expected
from the western Sandhills in Sheridan, Garden, Grant, and Cherry Cos (m.
ob.); there was one report from the eastern part of the range, seven on 2 Jun
at Twin Lakes WMA, Rock Co, (GR). The southernmost known breeders at
Ravenna produced two cygnets, seen with the adults 26 Jun (WF).
Unexpected was one at Prairie Queen RA, Sarpy Co. According to local
residents, it had been present for about 2 months before it was reported to the
birding community 4 Jul (CO); it was still present 30 Jul (m. ob.). It may
have been the un-banded bird that was at Gretna for four years through Aug
2013.
Wood Duck: Westerly broods were in Dundy Co 7 Jun (JGJ) and Dawes Co 20 Jun
(DGl), both within the breeding range, although breeding is unknown in
northwest Dundy Co. This species breeds essentially statewide except for
parts of the west and southwest.
Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common,
statewide breeder.
Cinnamon Teal: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon breeder west.
Northern Shoveler: This species may breed on occasion anywhere in the state, but
such occurrences are less-than-annual. The least likely of several reported
birds to be breeding based on location were two at Wayne SL, Wayne Co, 2
Jun (PRo) and singles at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co, 17 Jun (JGJ) and Grant
SL, Perkins Co, 6 Jul (WF).
Gadwall: The only report from a county where breeding is not expected was of two
in Butler Co 4 Jul (CDy); the location is close to the RWB however.
American Wigeon: A rare breeder even in the Sandhills, there is only one breeding
record in the RWB, and so noteworthy were a single at Shypoke WMA 16
Jun (JGJ) and 6 at Greenhead WMA, Clay Co, 1 Jun (JGJ). The latter, as
well as singles in Douglas Co 1 Jun (SNe) and at HCR 2 Jun (PRo) were
probably tardy migrants.
Mallard: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common,
statewide breeder.
Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this rare breeder north-central.
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Canvasback: Two at LO 3 Jun (MW) were tardy away from the breeding range,
possibly non-breeding sub-adults.
Redhead: Tardy migrants were eight in Dundy Co 3 Jun (MW), two in Harlan Co 2
Jun (PRo), and one in Webster Co 2 Jun (LE). ELDs for spring are 3-4 Jun.
Ring-necked Duck: This species is not known to breed in Nebraska, and so midsummer reports away from potential nesting areas like the Sandhills and
RWB are less-than-annual. The only report in mid-summer was of two in
Butler Co 4 Jul (CDy).
Lesser Scaup: Like the preceding species, Lesser Scaup is not known to breed in
Nebraska, and mid-summer (after 17 Jun) sightings are rare. The only such
report was of a male at BOL 14 Jun-28 Jul (LE, m. ob., photo).
Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this uncommon non-breeding summer
visitor east and central.

This Common Merganser brood and hen were photographed in the Niobrara Valley Preserve
between the Norden and Meadville bridges 12 Jul by Gordon Warrick, courtesy of the National
Park Service. Breeding has probably occurred at this location since 2007.

Common Merganser: A regular summering area is the Niobrara Valley Preserve
between the Norden and Meadville bridges; breeding was confirmed there in
2007 and may occur annually. This summer an adult and 6 well-grown preflight young were present 12 Jul (GW, photo). The adults may be the same
birds seen at Norden Chute 7 May (JGJ). LO is a regular summer location;
Jun reports are likely immature non-breeders, while molt migrants account
for increased numbers beginning in late Jul. Up to 6 were at LO through 6
Jul (m. ob.); there was no evidence that molt migrants had arrived by the end
of the summer reporting period (31 Jul). Surprisingly, there were three
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reports of single males: 11 Jun at Memphis Lakes SRA, Saunders Co (J&LS),
14 Jun at HCR (MPe), and 1 Jul at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co (MSa).
Ruddy Duck: This species does not breed until two years old, and so reports after the
ELDs 7-9 Jun and away from known breeding areas are probably immature
non-breeders. Such reports were 1-4 on 12-14 Jun at Harlan Co (JS, BP), two
at BOL 14 Jun (LE), and two at Grant SL, Perkins Co, 17 Jun (BP).
Northern Bobwhite: Near the western edge of the range were 5-7 at NNF Bessey 23 Jun (EB, DHo). Good numbers were found in the southeast, the species’
Nebraska stronghold; 37 were on a BBS route in Pawnee and Nemaha Cos 5
Jun (CNK).
Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon to rare resident north-central
and northeast. Numbers appear to be at a cyclical low at present.
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common,
statewide resident.
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north and
west.
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports in the RWB but away from known RWB breeding
areas were of one at Straightwater WMA, Seward Co, 2 Jun (MCl), and 4 at
Funk WPA, Phelps Co, 10 Jul (TMo). Recent years have seen increasing
reports at various locations in the RWB, with several leks established.
Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide
resident.
Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder,
common Sandhills.
Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west, rare south
and east.
Western Grebe: Best count was the 350 at LO 4 Jun (MW); most of these are
probably immature non-breeders, since migration numbers peak in Apr.
There is a breeding population of unknown size at LM and LO, but probably
only in the 5- to 10-pair range. Mid-summer sightings in the east are
unexpected; one lingered at BOL as late as 14 Jul (LE). Three at HCR 19
Jun (GWa) were probably tardy migrants; ELDs away from the breeding
range are 10-14 Jun.
Clark’s Grebe: There were three reports of 1-2 at LO and LM 3-15 Jun (EB, JVa,
GBe). Breeding occurs at this location. A tardy migrant was at HCR 12 Jun
(JS photo).
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
White-winged Dove: Despite its current status as a statewide summer visitor, most
common in the southwest and southern Panhandle, breeding records have
been few. Only the 5th was a pair near Mead, Saunders Co, that appeared in
early Jun (JHo) and was incubating 8 Jul (JHo, CNK); by 29 Jul it was
thought that two pairs of ads were present, along with at least three juvs (JHo
photos, CNK). Elsewhere, there were reports from at least 8 locations,
involving 18 birds, a new season high (m. ob.). (See photo NBR Vol. 85 No.
1, page 25.)
Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A nest being built in Bellevue 2 Jul (ARy) was a rather late
attempt for the east; latest nest-building record is 3 Jul. In the Panhandle,
breeding records are uncommon and limited to riparian corridors, including
those in the Pine Ridge; one at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co, 19 Jun (WF)
was on a tributary of the Niobrara River.
Black-billed Cuckoo: There were four reports, not well-documented, but all within
the expected eastern and northeastern range.
Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Common Poorwill: Reports were routine of this common breeder west, uncommon
central.
Chuck-will’s-widow: Of five reports, four were from known locations: one bird was
at ICSP 14 Jun (AHa), two each were found on separate occasions along
River Road, Jefferson Co, 2 Jun (MW) and 4 Jul (MHn), and one was at Rock
Creek Station SHP, Jefferson Co, 1 Jul (THo). Quite unexpected was one
reported by an experienced observer at the HCR dam 4 Jul (BFH); it is the
southwesternmost record to date for Nebraska.
Eastern Whip-poor-will: At the western edge of the Niobrara River Valley range, 12 were at Smith Falls SP, Cherry Co, 11 Jun (MBs) and 30 Jun (THo).
Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
White-throated Swift: The 15 at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, (LIr) was a good
tally; highs were 12-40.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One in a Grand Island yard 2 Jul was “way early”
there (SM); general migration begins in mid-Jul. The only nest reported was
near Lewis and Clark L, Knox Co; it had 2 eggs 27 Jul (DZa). This is a rather
late egg date; known dates are 21 May-30 Jul.
Black-chinned Hummingbird: One near Blair, Washington Co, for about a month
prior to 8 Jul (JB photo) provided Nebraska’s 4th record of the species, spread
evenly across the state (Scotts Bluff, Keith, Buffalo, and Washington Cos).
Given its northward expansion on the Great Plains, more Nebraska records
are expected.
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The three reports were all from Scotts Bluff Co; one
arrived rather early a few miles south of Scottsbluff 6 Jul (CCf photo). EEDs
were 3-9 Jul. Another was at the same location 21 Jul (CCf), and one was at
WHNC 28 Jul (NLu).
Rufous Hummingbird: There were five reports 10-26 Jul, all in Scotts Bluff Co and
all males (KD, CCf, PRa).
Calliope Hummingbird: None were reported of this rare western fall migrant; EEDs
are 13-14 Jul.
Virginia Rail: This species has bred previously in Douglas Co, but not since 1982; 12 were present at the 234th St Wetlands just south of W Dodge Road in
Douglas Co (JR, m. ob.), although no evidence for breeding was noted.
Another was at a RWB basin near David City, Butler Co, 4 Jul (CDy). Two
at Spotted Tail Wetlands, Scotts Bluff Co, 4 Jun (KD) were also away from
the expected breeding range.
Sora: As with Virginia Rail, there were 1-4 Soras at the 234th St Wetlands just south
of W Dodge Road in Douglas Co 7-30 Jul (JR, m.ob.), but no breeding
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evidence was obtained. The breeding range of Sora extends southeastward
into Washington Co. One at Grant SL, Perkins Co, 17 Jun (BP) was away
from known breeding areas. Fall migrants arrive by mid to late Jul; there
were several such reports.
Common Gallinule: The only report was of a pair tending a nest at Smith WPA, Clay
Co, 5 Jul (LB); by 15 Jul; however, the nest could not be located, suggesting
failure (JGJ). This is the ninth nesting record since the 1950s, all in the RWB
and southeast Nebraska.
American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, regular
breeder north-central, fairly common elsewhere.
Sandhill Crane: Reports from continuing breeding locations were of one at Kiowa
WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 11 Jun, although no second adult or young were seen
(KD) and two near the confluence of the Verdigre and Niobrara Rivers in
Knox Co 29 Jul (SH). Paired birds have been seen at the latter location for
several years and have bred (MB). Two at Bazile Creek WMA 20 Jun (EKi)
were likely the same birds only 3-4 miles from the Verdigre/Niobrara
location. A new location is Agate Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, where a pair
with two young were seen 10 Jun (AP). Additional sightings without
evidence of breeding were of one over a crop field near Funk WPA, Phelps
Co, 1 Jun (LB), and three at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, around 25 Jul (SLu),
with one seen there 3 Jul (JGJ).

This Snowy Plover was photographed at Enders Res, Chase Co, 9 Jun 2017 by Mark Brogie.
Summer reports away from known nesting attempts are less-than-annual in Nebraska.

Black-necked Stilt: A pair at Wayne SL, Wayne Co, 2 Jun (MB) were unexpected
that far east, where this species is a rare spring migrant. Two at a playa west
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of Sutherland Res in Keith Co 14 Jun (TJW, GBe, CRu) were only the second
or third record at a playa by the observer (TJW). Breeding is unknown in
Keith Co.
American Avocet: A bit out of the expected range for mid-Jun were two along River
Road, Phelps Co, 23 Jun (AF) and one at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 16
Jun (G&Ma).
Black-bellied Plover: The only report was of one at Tamora WMA, Seward Co, 2 Jun
(MCl); ELDs are 14-21 Jun.
American Golden-Plover: The 6 near Shickley, but in Clay Co, 1 Jun were
considered “awfully late for such a large group” (JGJ). Peak migration
occurs in late Apr-early May, and ELDs are 1-5 Jun.
Snowy Plover: The only report of this less-than-annual summer visitor central and
west was of one at Enders Res, Chase Co, 9 Jun (MB photo).
Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring and fall
migrant east and central, uncommon west.
Piping Plover: Westerly in the Niobrara River Valley were reports from Boyd and
Holt Cos; two above Spencer Dam in Boyd Co 3 Jun were seen flying to
Spencer Dam WMA in Holt Co (GR, D&JP), and four were near Redbird,
Holt Co, 18 Jun (PZa). Nesting has occurred as far west as the Carns Bridge
area, Rock and Keya Paha Cos.
Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Mountain Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder in the extreme
southern Panhandle.
Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Long-billed Curlew: Four flyovers along Lodgepole Creek, Cheyenne Co, 13 Jul
(WF) were part of an outlying breeding population along the Banner-Kimball
county line east to Cheyenne Co. Also near range edges were two in Brown
Co near the Niobrara Valley Preserve 10 Jun (JNi), and one south of
Sutherland Res in Lincoln Co 11 Jun (WBe).
Hudsonian Godwit: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east
and central; ELDs are 5-6 Jun.
Marbled Godwit: The only report was of a record late spring migrant near Bancroft,
Cuming Co, 2-3 Jun (MB, DSt); this species is an uncommon spring migrant
in the east, with ELDs 27-30 May. None were reported in fall, when it is a
rare and often very early migrant, with EEDs 12-13 Jun.
Ruddy Turnstone: Only one was reported of this uncommon spring migrant east and
central; it was rather late near Bancroft, Cuming Co, 2 Jun (MB). ELDs are
4-6 Jun.
Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring and fall
migrant.
Sanderling: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring and fall migrant.
Dunlin: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and central;
ELDs are 9-11 Jun.
Baird’s Sandpiper: This species, as well as others that move through Nebraska in
spring and fall (Least, Pectoral, and Semipalmated Sandpipers, Greater and
Lesser Yellowlegs), account for several reports during the second half of Jun,
prior to true fall migration. There are now 19 reports of this species 11-24
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Jun, likely non-breeders stopping their spring migration. ELDs in spring are
6-7 Jun and EEDs in fall 9 Jul (three times). This summer, one was in Dodge
Co 20 Jun (JGJ) and another in Saunders Co 23 Jun (LE).
Least Sandpiper: This species can show up very early in fall; EEDs are 22-23 Jun.
One was in Saunders Co 23 Jun (LE) and another was on a playa in Keith Co
28 Jun (JGJ). Even successful females begin to leave breeding areas in late
Jun.
White-rumped Sandpiper: This species is usually the latest regular spring migrant.
Previous ELDs were 22-23 Jun, but this year there were two rather late
reports: 7 were in Clay Co 24 Jun (JGJ), and another was in Saunders Co 23
Jun (LE).
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: One in Clay Co 7 Jun (JGJ) was tardy, record late for the
RWB by one day (JGJ), and only the fifth record for Nebraska in Jun. ELDs
are 28-30 May. Rather early for fall were 3-4 at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co,
22-29 Jul (MW photo, LE). EEDs for fall are 17-19 Jul.
Pectoral Sandpiper: This species often lingers well into late Jun; ELDs are 20-21
Jun, and there are five later Jun dates and a few very Jul dates, likely of yearold birds that did not complete migration. Fall EEDs are 3-4 Jul. This
summer, one was at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 21 Jun (LE), and another
was in Saunders Co 23 Jun (LE). The 650 at Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Co,
23 Jul (LE) was a good tally; high fall counts are 768-1200.
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Like Pectoral Sandpiper, this species often lingers into
late Jun; ELDs are 15 Jun (three times), and there are 9 later records in Jun,
as well as a few in very early Jul. EEDs in fall are 3-4 Jul. This springsummer, two were at BOL 16 Jun (MBs), and singles were at Jack Sinn
WMA, Lancaster Co, 23 and 30 Jun (LE), and near Mead, Saunders Co, 2 Jul
(JGJ). Late Jun and probably very early Jul records are of year-old birds that
did not complete migration.
Western Sandpiper: None were reported of this rare spring and uncommon fall
statewide migrant. Spring ELDs are 19-23 May and fall EEDs are 4-6 Jul.
Short-billed Dowitcher: None were reported of this uncommon spring and fall
statewide migrant. Spring ELDs are 25-27 Apr and fall EEDs are 9-12 Jul.
Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common spring and fall migrant
statewide.
American Woodcock: There were two reports of this uncommon eastern breeder.
Singles were heard at FF 13 Jun (RLa), and at Mulberry Bend Overlook,
Dixon Co, 14 Jun (DHo).
Wilson’s Snipe: Summer reports (late May through early Jul) in the southeast may
indicate local breeding; there was a single such report this summer, of one at
Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Co, 30 Jun (LE). Breeding has occurred there
previously but has not been detected since 2007.
Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder and
fairly common spring and fall migrant statewide.
Solitary Sandpiper: This species returns early in fall; EEDs are 24-25 Jun, and so
one in Keith Co 28 Jun (JGJ) was rather early.
Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this common spring and fall statewide
migrant. EEDs in fall are 16-19 Jun; there are six prior records in the short
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8-15 Jun period between presumed spring and fall migrants, but none this
summer.
Willet: EEDs in fall are 23-26 Jun, and so one at Holmes L, Lancaster Co, 26 Jun
(EJa photo) was early. This species is rare in fall in the east.
Greater Yellowlegs: This is another species for which there are several reports during
the second half of Jun, prior to true fall migration. EEDs are 22-24 Jun, but
there are 18 reports 6-21 Jun, including one this summer of a single in Sarpy
Co 16 Jun (SMa). ELDs in spring are 30-31 May.
Wilson’s Phalarope: A female at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 1 Jun (PHo) was tardy,
as were five birds in Phelps Co 3 Jun (WF); ELDs where not breeding are 14 Jun. The three on a Keith Co playa west of Sutherland Res 14 Jun (TJW,
GBe, CRu), and one near Mead, Saunders Co, 2 Jul (JGJ) may have been
non-breeders. Nesting occurs in the RWB on occasion; one of few
documented nests was at Sora WMA, Fillmore Co, 24 Jun (JGJ photo).
Additional RWB reports suggestive of breeding were the 15 at Harvard WPA,
Clay Co, 6 Jul (RSt), one at Smith WPA, 7 Jul (RSt), and two at Tamora
WMA, Seward Co, 8 Jul (SKr).
Red-necked Phalarope: The only report was of a rather late female in Garden Co 1
Jun (BP photo); ELDs for spring are 30 May-1 Jun and EEDs for fall are 2228 Jul. This species does not breed in Nebraska.
Bonaparte’s Gull: Apparently only the fifth record for Jul in Nebraska was a juv at
BOL 30 Jul (GR photo). Fall EEDs are 18-20 Aug.
Laughing Gull: An alternate-plumaged adult was at HCR 1-2 Jun (PRo photo, KDy,
LE). It is the 26th record for Nebraska 2 Apr-28 Oct; there are single records
for Dec and Jan.
Franklin’s Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor.
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide summer
visitor.
California Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor west and
central; fall EEDs are 18-19 Jul.
Herring Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor at L
McConaughy.
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Although now an uncommon annual spring and fall
migrant in Nebraska, summer reports (3 May-23 Aug) are still less-thanannual. The 10th such record was of a second-summer bird at LM 3 and 14
Jun (MW photo, GBe).
Least Tern: Reports were routine of this locally fairly common breeder east and
central.
Caspian Tern: LM is a summering location for non-breeding imms, which do not
breed until 3-4 years old. Of 21 records 11 Jun-9 Jul, 13 are from LM. This
summer, probably the same two were reported there 14 and 28 Jun (GBe,
JGJ). ELDs in spring are 9-10 Jun, and so one at BOL 6 Jun (LE) was rather
late.
Black Tern: Away from the Sandhills breeding range, fewest occur during the second
half of Jun; thus, noteworthy were five in Dodge Co 25 Jun (BP), two in
Douglas Co 1 Jul (JR), and six at Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Co, 7 Jul (LE).
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Common Tern: None were reported of this uncommon spring and fall migrant.
Spring ELDs are 20-21 Jun, and fall EEDs are 21-27 Jul.

This female Brown Booby, Nebraska’s second, was at Harlan Co Reservoir 29 May - 25 Jun.
Found by Jeff Drahota, it was seen by many and photographed here by Tom Gannon 6 Jun 2017.

Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder north and west,
and uncommon summer (12-30 Jun) visitor north and west, rare casual
elsewhere.
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Common Loon: Summering non-breeding imms are expected in the west, but are lessthan-annual in the east. The 1-2 at HCR 1-30 Jun (m. ob.) were a bit unusual,
but the four at BOL 6 Jun (LE) were unexpected; only one remained by 29
Jul (BP). Two imms at LM 28 Jun (JGJ) were as expected.
Brown Booby: Nebraska’s second was seen by Jeff Drahota at HCR 29 May while he
was fishing. He reported it to Laurel Badura, who posted it to NEBIRDS. It
was confirmed by Joel Jorgensen and Melissa Panella 31 May. An apparent
female, it stayed through 25 Jun (m. ob.). Northerly reports on the Great
Plains have increased in recent years. (See photo NBR Vol. 85 No. 1, page
25.)
Neotropic Cormorant: One at BOL 22-30 Jul (MW, m. ob.) may have been the same
bird seen there 21 Mar-14 May, thus Nebraska’s 20th record, or if not,
Nebraska’s 22nd (one was at LO 4 Apr 2017).
Double-crested Cormorant: In mid-summer (4 Jun-10 Jul), this species is
uncommon and local in the south and east; the only report away from BOL
and HCR was of one at Summit L, Burt Co, 7-8 Jun (GHa). Presumed
nonbreeders occur annually at HCR and BOL; peak counts this summer were
4 on 9-12 Jun at HCR (JS, AB) and 23 on 23 Jun at BOL (LE).
American White Pelican: This species, unlike Double-crested Cormorant, does not
breed in Nebraska, although summer occurrences of generally small flocks
are common in the north and west. Mid-summer (Jun-Jul) sightings in the
south and east are uncommon, however, except at HCR and BOL. This
summer, the 110 at HCR 12 Jun (JS) were probably late migrants based on
the number; only a few remained there after that date. True fall migration
probably begins at the end of Jul; there were no obvious influxes this summer
before the end of Jul. As with Double-crested Cormorant, BOL and HCR
host a few during summer, but peak counts were low: 15 at BOL 29 Jun (LE)
and 8 at HCR 19 Jun (GWa). The only mid-summer report in the south and
east away from BOL or HCR was of an apparently injured bird at Rowe
Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 20 Jun and 8 Jul (RKu, JNi).
American Bittern: This species is a rare breeder in the Rainwater Basin, with three
breeding records, all in 2007-2008. Ephemeral breeding habitat there
probably obviates annual breeding. One was at Harvard WPA, Clay Co, 6
Jun (RSt). An ephemeral marsh at 234th St just south of W Dodge Road in
Douglas Co provided potential breeding habitat this summer; two birds were
there 6 Jul (BP).
Least Bittern: The only reports were from the southeast with no evidence of breeding:
one was at LSWNP 1 Jun (M&CV), and another was in a cattail marsh in
Butler Co 4 Jul (CDy).
Great Blue Heron: Rookeries occur statewide. The only one reported this summer
was of seven nests on Heron Creek, Washington Co, 2 Jun (LFe).
Great Egret: This species is rare in the Panhandle; not quite there was a westerly
migrant at LO 2 Jun (PBl).
Snowy Egret: None were reported of this uncommon statewide spring migrant and
summer visitor east and central.
Little Blue Heron: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant and summer
visitor east and central.
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Cattle Egret: Uncommon in mid-summer (Jun-early Jul), the three reports were of
three in Thomas Co 14 Jun (SQ), one at Tamora WMA, Seward Co, 4 Jul
(SKr), and five at Smith WPA, Clay Co, 15 Jul (JGJ).
Green Heron: Slightly west of the breeding range were singles at Valentine NWR,
Cherry Co, 14 Jul (MDo) and at NNF Bessey 20 Jun (CNK). Breeding occurs
regularly west to northeast Cherry Co in the Niobrara River Valley and west
to Blaine and Logan Cos in the Loup drainage.
Black-crowned Night-Heron: An adult at BOL 6 Jun (LE) was probably a tardy
migrant. Breeding is unknown at BOL.
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report was of one near St Deroin, ICSP, 14
Jun (L&BP); spring-early summer reports in the southeast probably are of
birds at least attempting to breed, but there are very few such reports and only
one confirmed nesting, that in 1963.
White-faced Ibis: The 110 in the eastern RWB 24 Jun, 67 of these at a Clay Co
wetland, would be suspected of breeding, but no evidence was found (JGJ).
Fall migrants appear in the south and east in Jul; one was at Tamora WMA,
Seward Co, 8 Jul (SKr).
Glossy Ibis: None were identified or reported of this rare breeder and summer visitor
southeast.
Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder and locally
common summer visitor statewide.
Osprey: After the first successful breeding at multiple locations in 2015, reports
continue. Most significant was the first for eastern Nebraska; a pair was
nesting on a tower at Omaha Public Power District’s Fort Calhoun station,
Washington Co, 21 Jun where nesting apparently had occurred “five years
ago”. The pair fledged two chicks by early Sep (Amanda Ciurej pers. comm.
JGJ). Attempts have been made at Summit L, Burt Co, since 2013, but no
successful outcomes have been reported. Breeding in Scotts Bluff Co was
again successful at three known nest sites and possibly a fourth, and a new
fifth site was briefly active (KD). The nests at Sugar Factory, Riverview,
(previously described as Riverside), and Shannon Drive/Berggren Rd each
fledged 2-3 young. A fourth persistent site, Winters Creek L, had an
incubating bird 11 Jun, but no birds present early Aug; young may have
fledged there, as the average date of fledging in Scotts Bluff Co has been
around 1 Aug. A new site was south of Morrill at the former Jirdon’s Feedlot;
one was incubating there 11 Jun, but the nest was apparently abandoned in
early Jul. The Keystone nest, Keith Co, was active again; three young about
5-6 weeks old were in the nest 28 Jun (JGJ). Reports of singles in western
Douglas Co 1 Jul (JR) and in Sarpy Co 6 Jul (AG) were probably of nonbreeding imms.
Mississippi Kite: Reports continued from five previously-known summering
locations. At Ogallala, Keith Co, where breeding has long occurred, two
were seen 1-3 Jun (EB, BP) and one was at Brule, Keith Co, 28 Jul (NLu).
Two were at Benkelman, Dundy Co, 7-11 Jun (JGJ, DE), and three were over
Imperial, Chase Co, 9 Jun (MB), both locations where nesting probably
occurs. Nesting probably occurred at McCook, Red Willow Co, where 3-4
were present during the summer and two large nests were found but not
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conclusively identified as of this species (TCl). Breeding continued in North
Platte, Lincoln Co, where up to 3 were counted, including a juv, at least 31
May-3 Jul (WBe, CBa).
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident and summer
visitor.
Northern Harrier: This species breeds statewide, although summer reports are fewer
in the south. Singles were in Harlan Co 9 and 12 Jun (RSt, JS), and two in
Frontier Co 2 Jul (CBa). None were detected nesting.
Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was of one recorded at Rose Creek WMA,
Jefferson Co, 11 Jul (SSc, JCa, WRS) in the same place one was
photographed and recorded in 2016. Breeding has not yet been confirmed at
this location.
Broad-winged Hawk: There were five reports of this rare southeastern forest breeder,
from Sarpy 23 Jun-6 Jul (JR, ARy, AG), Douglas 27 Jul (SMa), and Lancaster
19 Jun (EJa) Cos. The Lancaster Co sighting was west of the usually-reported
summer range, and is only the second Lancaster Co record for Jun.
Swainson’s Hawk: One in Webster Co 20 Jun (GWa) was at the east edge of the
expected breeding range, and in the northeast, where breeding probably
occurs on occasion, there were three reports, most likely of non-breeding
immatures: 13 Jun Cedar Co (DSa), 16 Jun Knox Co (DHo), and 11 Jul Pierce
Co (TG).
Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Ferruginous Hawk: A nest in Dundy Co that has been active for at least four years
had 3 eyasses being tended by an adult 7 Jun (JGJ). One at Sutherland Res,
Lincoln Co, (CBa) was at the east edge of the summer range.
Golden Eagle: An apparent family group of two adults and two imms was in western
Banner Co 20 Jul (WF).
Barn Owl: One in a barn in Nuckolls Co 8 Jun (DE) was near the east edge of the
primary breeding range in the southwest third of Nebraska. Nest holes with
young were at CLNWR 3 Jun (KD), in Chase Co 8 Jun (MB), and Lincoln
Co 8 Jul (WBe).
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central,
uncommon west.
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Burrowing Owl: Reports continued at the eastern edge of the summer range at Prairie
Dog WMA, Kearney Co, (m. ob.), Atlanta WPA, Phelps Co, (m. ob.), and
south of Redbird, Holt Co, 4 Jul (MB).
Barred Owl: This species is scarce in the Loup drainage, but continues to move
slowly westward in suitable riparian habitat. Two reports this summer
extended the known summer range westward: one was along Cedar Creek in
Greeley Co 13 Jun 2017 (JFr), and the other was along Turkey Creek in
eastern Sherman Co 6 Jun (JFr).
Long-eared Owl: This species has been documented nesting in 24 counties statewide
and in another 11 during the breeding season. Thus, although rare, not
unexpected were one in Jefferson Co 24 Jun (MHa) and one in Dixon Co 14
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Jun (DHo). Nesting has been documented in Dixon Co, but the Jefferson Co
report is the first summer report for that county.
Short-eared Owl: There were two reports of this rare statewide resident; one was in
Lincoln Co 3 Jun (EB) and another was at Fort Niobrara, Cherry Co, 14 Jul
(MDo).
Northern Saw-whet Owl: The amazing saga of this species’ distribution in the state
continues to unfold. Spearheaded by Wayne Mollhoff’s indefatigable efforts
(48 nest boxes statewide, 1800-mile coverage loop, 11,000 miles driven this
summer), reports are coming in from new locations as well as now-familiar
ones. A different nest box at the known Wildcat Hills WMA, Scotts Bluff
Co, breeding location had 6 eggs on 17 May; all hatched and were banded,
but two were later cannibalized (WM). At a private residence in Halsey,
Thomas Co, with a nest box in the back yard, three, including two juvs were
attracted to a tape 16 Jul (GWr). Another was heard for about 10 minutes at
Smith Falls SP, 10 Jun (MBs).
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Lewis’s Woodpecker: One was near the only known current breeding location in
lower Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Jun (EB). The only other report was of
one at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes Co, 30 Jul (D&MW), probably a fall
migrant. EEDs for fall are 3-8 Aug.
Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and
central, uncommon west.
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and
south, uncommon north, rare west.
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central,
fairly common west.
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly
common central and east.
Northern Flicker: There were eight reports statewide through the period, none with
details on the shade of color seen. Most flickers breeding in Nebraska are
intergrades, with pure “yellow-shafted” birds only in the east and possibly a
few “red-shafted” birds in the western Panhandle.
Pileated Woodpecker: All reports were from Missouri River counties from
Washington south to Richardson, but most were at locations away from
strongholds at ICSP and FF. This may be indicative of increased wandering
and potentially establishment of new breeding sites.
American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Merlin: None were reported of this rare breeder extreme northwest.
Peregrine Falcon: Reports were, as expected, of resident birds at Omaha and Lincoln.
Prairie Falcon: There were two reports from the Niobrara Valley Preserve
Headquarters area in Brown Co 6 and 9 Jun (DHo, CNK). Nesting is
unknown east of northwest Cherry Co; these sightings may have been of tardy
non-breeding imms.
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Three were reported; two were timely spring migrants in the
east and central 2-11 Jun (AF, SQ), but one was in Chase Co 2 Jun (BP
photo), where the species is rare in spring.
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Western Wood-Pewee: Perhaps the best-known location where this species and
Eastern Wood-Pewee occur together is the Niobrara Valley Preserve, Keya
Paha and Brown Cos. This summer’s reports were from Brown Co; both
were singing near the Preserve Headquarters 9 Jun (CNK), and Westerns
were reported there 6 Jun (DHo) and at Norden Bridge 8 Jun (JNi).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westerly range-edge reports were of two at NNF McKelvie 3
Jun (DSa), two at NNF Bessey (DHo), and one at Valentine NWR, Cherry
Co, 14 Jul (MDo).
Acadian Flycatcher: Reports continue along the Missouri River Valley north to Neale
Woods, Douglas Co, where 2-3 were found 16-24 Jun (JR). Wilderness Park,
Lancaster Co, continues to host at least one singing male each year; singles
were there 11-13 Jun (SKr, LE).
Alder Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east,
uncommon central. Reports in early Jun are tardy spring migrants.
Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder statewide, absent
in the southwest and southern Panhandle.
Least Flycatcher: This species probably breeds occasionally in northern Nebraska,
usually in cottonwoods. It was thought to be breeding at Smith L WMA,
Sheridan Co, in the 1990s, and this year one was carefully identified there 19
Jun (WF). There were nine additional records statewide 14 Jun-2 Jul, almost
certainly misidentified Willow Flycatchers; no details were provided for any
of these 9 records.
Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder.
Eastern Phoebe: A nest with 4 nestlings in Butler Co 6 Jul (CDy photo), was rather
late, although this species is usually double-brooded. Previous last date for
nestlings was 23 Jun.
Say’s Phoebe: Three fresh fledglings with adults were in Sioux Co 21 Jun (TBa
photo); reports of fledglings are mostly for Jun.
Great Crested Flycatcher: This species breeds westward in riparian corridors; in the
North Platte River Valley, it occurs west in the breeding season only to
Garden and Morrill Cos. One at Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 1 Jun (BP)
was of interest, although it may have been a migrant.
Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle breeder.
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and central,
fairly common east.
Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Nesting attempts continue on an annual basis in the south,
with around 24 since 2001. A new county for nesting was Red Willow, where
a nest with four eggs was found in McCook 28 Jun, but the eggs were
infertile, collected 22 Jul and sent to the State Museum collection (WM).
Another new county is Jefferson, where a nest with eggs was found near
Alexandria 30 Jun (MFH); eggs were still present 7 Jul (WM). Additional
non-nesting reports were of one near SW 31st and Denton Road, Lancaster
Co, 9 Jun (LE), where 1-2 had been present since 23 Apr, and one in western
Omaha 24 Jun (JWo).
Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder west and
central, uncommon east.
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Bell’s Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder central, fairly common
east, rare west.
Yellow-throated Vireo: Recent years have seen expansion westward in riparian
corridors. This summer, two were probably summering at Yellowbanks
WMA, Madison Co, 18 Jul (DH), but one at Sharp’s Campground, Cherry
Co, 5 Jun (DSa) may have been a migrant.
Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon eastern spring migrant;
ELDs are 6-12 Jun.
Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder.
Warbling Vireo: The eastern subspecies Vireo gilvus gilvus breeds over most of
Nebraska and the western subspecies V. g. brewsteri is limited as a breeder
to the Pine Ridge. A bird at Ogallala, Keith Co, 15 Jun was “told by song”
as V. g. gilvus (CRu).
Red-eyed Vireo: Summer reports from Dundy Co are rare since there is no major
riparian corridor there. However, Rock Creek SRA provides water-related
habitat; a Red-eyed Vireo was there 12 Jun (EKi).
Pinyon Jay: The only report of this less-than-annual breeder was of two along
Highway 30 at Potter, Cheyenne Co, 9 Jun (fide WRS). Although this seems
to be an unlikely location, this species frequents the ponderosa pine forests
some 20 miles to the north, where breeding has been confirmed since 2000
(Mollhoff, Second Breeding Bird Atlas).
Blue Jay: A rather early dependent fledgling was in Lincoln, Lancaster Co, 1 Jun
(M&CV). Earliest egg dates are in mid-Apr.
Black-billed Magpie: Most reports were from regular locations in Scotts Bluff Co,
the LM area, and the Fort Robinson area, Sioux Co (m. ob.). At the east edge
of the expected western Nebraska range, one was at Hay Springs, Sheridan
Co, 1 Jul (MSa) and five were at CLNWR 10 Jun (LBa). Numbers have
declined in Lincoln Co in recent years, but an encouraging new location was
along Highway 25 south of Sutherland, where as many as 12 were counted,
those on 29 Jun (WBe, CBa). Farther east, small numbers are hanging on in
Buffalo, Phelps, and Harlan Cos; one was along River Road in Phelps Co 29
Jun (AF), another was along I-80 in Buffalo Co 21 Jul (T&DT), and one was
at HCR 4 Jun (MLo, JHa). One along River Road, northwest of Fairbury,
Jefferson Co, 24 Jun was at a regular location, at least since 2012 (MHn).
American Crow: A count of 17 in Sioux Co 19 Jun (MMy) was unexpected; such
flocks are uncommon that far west outside of migration periods.
Horned Lark: Numbers are greatest in summer in the west; a BBS route in Scotts
Bluff Co counted 303 on 11 Jun (KD).
Purple Martin: Good numbers continue in Benkelman, Dundy Co; 20-60 were
estimated there 2-11 Jun (DE, MW, BP). This species is “filling in gaps” in
its distribution in the southwest. Perhaps only the third Perkins Co record
was of two at Grant 6 Jul (WF). One was at CLNWR 8 Jun (LBa); there are
recent records there for 2009 and 2010, although westernmost regular
breeding in the nearby North Platte River Valley is at Ogallala.
Tree Swallow: Two at Benkelman SL, Dundy Co, 3 Jun (MW) were from one of the
few parts of the state where breeding is not known; they were probably
migrants.
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Violet-Green Swallow: The 20 at WHNC 28 Jul (NLu) were probably migrants and
provided the second-highest fall count on record; previous high was 30.
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide
breeder.
Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
Cliff Swallow: The 30 building nests in Madison Co 13 Jun (WF) were a bit tardy;
previous nest-building dates were 1 May-2 Jun. The 500 at Gremlin Cove,
HCR, 7 Jun (DE) was a good count; previous summer highs were 500-1000.
Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide
resident.
Tufted Titmouse: One along Turkey Creek, near Fort Calhoun, Washington Co, 12
Jul (LFe), was a bit out of range; regular occurrence only extends into that
county at the Krimlofski Tract, Neal Woods. Only the 4th and 5th reports
north of Washington Co were 1-4 reported at PSP 10 Jun (DHo, DSa).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Lincoln is a nuthatch magnet; it may be the only city in
North America that has recorded all four North American nuthatches. Redbreasted is the second most likely to occur; this summer, the fourth report
suggestive of nesting in Lancaster Co was of a pair that attended a residential
feeder for “a few months” prior to 14 Jun (RSt). There are several other
single-day breeding season reports for Lancaster Co. A report of one at Gotte
Park, Kimball, 4 Jun (EB) was likely of a tardy migrant; ELDs where not
breeding are 31 May (three times).
White-breasted Nuthatch: In the Niobrara River Valley, the summer range extends
westward to the Valentine area in Cherry Co, and so noteworthy were one at
Steer Creek CG, NNF McKelvie, 3 Jun (DSa), and two at Valentine NWR 14
Jul (MDo). The western subspecies breeds on the Pine Ridge, but nearby
sightings to the south raise questions as to which subspecies was involved;
such reports this summer in Sheridan Co were of one at the Highway 27
crossing of the Niobrara River 18 Jun (WF), and singles in Gordon 1 and 9
Jul (D&MW). In this category of unknown subspecies were reports from
Scotts Bluff Co: two at Scotts Bluff NM 1 Jul (M&SP) and one at WHNC 8
Jul (KD). The eastern subspecies has been reported as far west as Scotts Bluff
Co in the breeding season. Taken together, these reports suggest continuing
slow westward expansion of the breeding range. Observers should report or
record calls of this species anywhere in the Sandhills and Panhandle south of
the Pine Ridge.
Pygmy Nuthatch: A good tally was the 12 at CSP 1 Jul (MSa); highest summer counts
usually in late summer, in the range 18-25.
Brown Creeper: None were reported of this rare breeder Missouri River Valley and
north.
Rock Wren: Reports were routine of this common breeder west, rare central.
House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Sedge Wren: Fall birds arrive in mid-Jul and often breed Jul-Aug; at the west edge of
the breeding range were one at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 27 Jul (MWl)
and singles nearby on River Road, Phelps Co, 12 Jun and 17 Jul (AF). May-
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Jun breeding is rare in southeastern Nebraska, and so the 12 Jun report is
noteworthy.
Marsh Wren: Like Sedge Wren, Marsh Wrens may arrive in areas away from summer
breeding locations in mid- to late Jul, and breed. There were numerous such
reports from south of the Platte River and east of the RWB. Although no
breeding evidence was reported, there were multiple reports in Jun suggestive
of breeding outside the expected summer range at the 234th St Wetlands just
south of W Dodge Road in Douglas Co (JR, m. ob.) and LSWNP (m. ob.).
One was at FF 13 Jun (RLa).
Carolina Wren: Far out of range in summer was one at Bohemia Prairie, Knox Co, 4
Jul, only the veteran observer’s third for the county (MB). This species does
not breed in the Platte River Valley west of Dodge Co, and so reports of
singles near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, 1 Jun (TWh) and in Hastings, Adams Co,
27 Jul (PSa) were noteworthy. Reports from the north edge of the (current)
summer range were of singles in Blair, Washington Co, 7 Jul (CPr) and in
Dodge Co 13 Jul (RVi). From the west edge of the regular range in the south
singles were in Harlan Co 6 Jun (TG) and Furnas Co 18 Jul (2; GR).
Dispersing birds in summer, mostly in Jul, account for many sightings west
of the expected summer range.
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species (different subspecies) has expanded its range
into many areas in the west and east and is currently adding new counties in
the central: such reports were of two in Antelope Co 4 Jun (GR) and two at
Smith L, Sheridan Co, 1 Jul (MSa). One at Valentine NWR 2 Jun (DSa) was
at the west edge of the range in the north.
Eastern Bluebird: West of the expected summer range in the Sandhills were two in
Arthur Co 7 Jul (WF). One at Pine Bluffs, Kimball Co, 1 Jun (SWh) was part
of a small breeding outpost there.
Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western Panhandle
breeder.
Veery: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east and Panhandle; ELDs are
5-7 Jun.
Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east;
ELDs are 3-6 Jun.
Swainson’s Thrush: One in Lancaster Co 2 Jun (M&CV) was tardy; ELDs in the east
are 6-7 Jun.
Hermit Thrush: One at NNF Bessey 3 Jun (DHo) was tardy; ELDs are 3-4 Jun in the
north and west.
Wood Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder.
American Robin: High counts persisting into late Jun may be of late migrants; 83
were in Custer Co 11 Jun (ERa), and 65 were in Lancaster Co 21 Jun 2017
(M&CV). Flocks begin to form in late Jul; 68 were in Cass Co 27 Jul (KSc).
Gray Catbird: One at Lewellen, Garden Co, 8 Jul (WF) was at the west edge of the
summer range in the North Platte River Valley. Two in Alliance, Box Butte
Co, 19 Jun (WF) were out of range; there are only seven Panhandle reports
away from the North Platte River Valley since 2003.
Brown Thrasher: The 19 in Custer Co 11 Jun (ERa) was a good summer count; high
is 25.
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Sage Thrasher: None were reported of this uncommon western fall migrant; EEDs
are 11-12 Jul.
Northern Mockingbird: Only the 8th and 9th reports in the north half of the state
were singles in Cherry Co at Valentine NWR 13 Jul (MDo) and Fort Niobrara
NWR 14 Jul (MDo).
European Starling: Juvs begin to flock in Jun; 80 were in Dawson Co 23 Jun (AKr).
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Red Crossbill: Best tally was the 20 at WHNC 28 Jul (NLu); “good numbers” were
there 30 Jul (AK). Unexpected for the date was one in Dodge Co 28 Jun
(D&JP); it is not unusual for small numbers to appear in Jun-Jul away from
the Panhandle.
Pine Siskin: Reports away from the regular breeding range in the north and west are
unexpected, but there are many, including at least 19 records of breeding.
Thus, not too surprising were two reports of multiple birds, both possibly the
result of breeding: six were in Hall Co 15 Jun (BKo), and 4 in Ogallala, Keith
Co 2 Jun (PBl). Extralimital breeding is usually early.
Lesser Goldfinch: The three reports were from WHNC; a pair were there 4 Jun (EB),
and 1-2 on 23-26 Jun, including a black-backed male (JOl, TBa). This
species is now an uncommon summer visitor in the Panhandle, although there
are only about three confirmed records of breeding.
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Chestnut-collared Longspur: An uncommon breeder in the north, there were two
reports of this species from Keya Paha Co, near Springview: three were seen
9 Jun (CNK) and two on 4 Jul (DKi, MGo). There are few reports from that
area south of the Niobrara River and so one at Hutton Sanctuary, Rock Co, 2
Jun (TEw) was noteworthy.
McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder western
Panhandle.
Spotted Towhee: There were several reports from the east, but only three reports of
hybrids, those with “intermediate” spotting on their backs, in Lincoln, Hall,
and Butler Cos (AKr). Hybrids and intergrades with Eastern Towhee of
various degrees occur almost statewide, except for the Panhandle and
extreme southeast. Birds in most of Nebraska are of mixed heritage and can
express this in a variety of plumages and songs.
Eastern Towhee: There were reports west to Lincoln Co, all likely intergrades. See
previous species.
Cassin’s Sparrow: This species is doing well in Dundy Co; all reports were from
there, including a BBS tally of 12 on 7 Jun (JGJ) and a count of 9 on 12 Jun
(EKi).
Chipping Sparrow: In the extreme southwest, this species occurs only in low
numbers; there were multiple reports from Furnas and Gosper Cos (RSt, TG,
WF), but only one from Hayes, that on 27 Jun (TG).
Brewer’s Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common western Panhandle
breeder.
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Field Sparrow: There is only one confirmed record of breeding in the Panhandle, and
fewer than ten breeding season reports, and so one near Lakeside, Sheridan
Co, 22 Jun (JAg) was noteworthy.
Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder north and east,
rare elsewhere.
Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Lark Bunting: Reports were routine of this common breeder west, uncommon westcentral.
Savannah Sparrow: None were reported of this locally uncommon Panhandle
breeder.
Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and
central, fairly common east.
Henslow’s Sparrow: A survey at SCP 20 Jun yielded an excellent count of 15 (RSt).
The only higher count is 31 in a field near Burchard in 2007 on 19 Aug. This
species tends to aggregate in favorable habitat in late summer.
Song Sparrow: This species continues to spread slowly westward and southwestward;
there were multiple reports from Gosper Co (WF), a part of the state where it
has traditionally been absent until recently. In the Panhandle, away from the
North Platte Valley in southeast Garden Co, there were these reports: five
were at Smith L, Sheridan Co, 1 Jul (MSa), five at CSP 1 Jul (MSa), one at
CLNWR 3 Jun (KD), and one in Grant Co 7 Jul (WF).
Swamp Sparrow: Away from its north-central core breeding range, occurrences in
summer are spotty and dependent on water conditions in cattail marshes.
Thus, noteworthy were reports of one in Dixon Co 14 Jul (DHo), two in
Lincoln Co 16 Jul (WF), and 1-2 at Tamora WMA and NLB in Seward Co
31 Jul (DH).
Harris’s Sparrow: None were reported of this common spring migrant east,
uncommon central, rare west. ELDs are 9-10 Jun.
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine of this fairly common Pine
Ridge resident.
Yellow-breasted Chat: This species is doing well in the west; 16 were counted at
Soldier Creek Wilderness, Sioux Co, 19 Jun (MMy), and 12 were at Old
Stage Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 8 Jul, where they are “increasing every year”
(KD). Elsewhere, chats occur mostly in the central part of the state, but
distribution is spotty. Somewhat out of range were one in Dixon Co 14 Jun
(DHo), and 1-2 in Harlan Co 1-2 Jun (JGJ, PRo).
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant
statewide breeder that occurs wherever cattails occur with good water levels.
Bobolink: This species is generally absent in drier areas of the western Panhandle and
southwest, and so of interest were sightings of one at Agate Fossil Beds,
Sioux Co, 15 Jul (POl, KSo), and two along Highway 29, Sioux Co, 2 Jul
(WBe). In the southwest, 4 were in Frontier Co 8 Jun (RSt).
Eastern Meadowlark: This species breeds in the western Sandhills but is rare in drier
areas west of there, occurring mostly in wetter years. Of interest, therefore,
were reports (none with details) of two at Agate, Sioux Co, 19 Jul (LBe), one
in Dawes Co 18 Jun (D&MW), and two in Dawes Co 1 Jul (MSa).
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Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant breeder west, central,
and northeast, common in southeast.
Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Bullock’s Oriole: Reports in the eastern Panhandle and east to Lincoln Co are
generally hybrids; several were reported (m. ob).
Baltimore Oriole: There were a few reports without details from the Panhandle; these
should be considered hybrids or introgressants with Bullock’s unless proven
otherwise. The only Panhandle reports with details indicating Baltimore
Oriole were three from Deuel Co 12 Jun-17 Jul (WF, AKr) and one from
Oshkosh, Garden Co, 2 Jul (MSa).
Red-winged Blackbird: Bill Flack provided an interesting discussion regarding male
involvement in chick-rearing; the trade-off for males appears to be increased
numbers of young fledged with male involvement versus increased numbers
of female mates without. Flack’s observations indicated there might be clinal
variation in male involvement across the state, but he noted the database is
too small to be conclusive.
Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Brewer’s Blackbird: Reports in summer away from the western Panhandle breeding
range without details are suspect; there were five such reports, as far east as
Knox Co, adding to the overall total of 60 such reports over the years, none
documented.
Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Great-tailed Grackle: The only report away from the known breeding range was of
two at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 17 Jun (M&CV).
Ovenbird: One in Harlan Co 2 Jun (PRo) was likely a migrant, as was one in Antelope
Co 4 Jun (GR); ELDs away from known breeding areas are Jun 6-7. Breeding
occurs in the Platte River Valley west to Saunders Co, and so two in Butler
Co along the south side of the Platte River south of Schuyler 16 Jun (AKr)
may indicate a range expansion there. This species does not breed westward
in the south farther than the Missouri River counties, and so one in Webster
Co 21 Jun (GWa) was a surprise.
Louisiana Waterthrush: The only reports were from the northern and western limits
of the Nebraska range (all SSc, WRS). One of two at PSP 5 Jun was recorded.
At Rose Creek WMA, Jefferson Co, five were present 11 Jul, one recorded,
and two were still there 28 Jul. On 11 Jul, three of the five known Rose Creek
territories were still occupied.
Black-and-white Warbler: The 1-2 at FF 11 Jun (DSa, DHo) and two at Clear Creek
Marshes, Garden Co, 10 Jun (LBa) were likely tardy migrants; ELDs away
from known breeding areas are 9-10 Jun. Breeding has occurred at NNF
Bessey, but not since the 1950s, and so reports there this year 1 Jun (RW) and
two counter-singing 3 Jun (DHo) were noteworthy, although all probably
migrants. Fall migration can begin as early as early Jul; one was in a Bellevue
yard 22 Jul (L&BP).
Prothonotary Warbler: None were reported of this rare breeder southeast.
Tennessee Warbler: One recorded at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 24 Jun (JR) was
very late, even for this species, whose ELDs are 10-11 Jun.
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Nashville Warbler: A male in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Jun (EB) was a bit late;
ELDs are 30 May-2 Jun, but there are three later dates 6-9 Jun.
MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon western migrant;
ELDs are 3-8 Jun.
Mourning Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common eastern migrant;
ELDs are 12-15 Jun.
Kentucky Warbler: The only report was of one at PRSP 15 Jun (CWo); this species
was first reported there in 2011 and has summered each year since.
Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Hooded Warbler: The only report was of a male that appeared in a Bellevue yard 19
Jul (L&BP); this was likely a spring overshoot just wandering around. This
species occurs annually in very low numbers in eastern Nebraska, mostly
Apr-May, but there are now 8 records for Jun-Jul.
American Redstart: One in Seward Co 9 Jun (AB) was tardy; previous ELDs away
from breeding areas were 7-8 Jun. One at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co,
(RSg) was also likely a late migrant; there are two previous later records in
the west 12 and 13 Jun.
Cerulean Warbler: None were reported of this rare eastern spring migrant which
occasionally summers. None were reported this spring.
Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon eastern breeder.
Magnolia Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common eastern migrant,
uncommon central. ELDs are 4 Jun (three times).
Yellow Warbler: The 40 near Gothenburg on a 5-hour walk 20 Jun (AKr) was a good
tally; summer high is 43.
Chestnut-sided Warbler: The only report was of one in a Dixon Co yard 3 Jun (JJ);
ELDs are 5-8 Jun.
Blackpoll Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common eastern and central
spring migrant, uncommon west. ELDs are 7-8 Jun.
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: None were reported of this common statewide
spring migrant; ELDs in the north and west are 12-15 Jun.
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Of the 8 reports, all were probably this
taxon. Migrants were two singing within 250 yards of each other at Sharp’s
CG, Cherry Co, 5 Jun (DSa), one photographed at LO 3 Jun (PBl), and one
in Deuel Co 12 Jun (AKr). This taxon is a fairly common spring migrant in
the west, uncommon in central Nebraska. There were three reports from the
Wildcat Hills, where breeding has not yet been confirmed despite the 16
reports there since 1974: two on 20 Jun (SDi), one on 4 Jul (TG), and one on
29 Jul (JNi). The other two reports were from the expected Pine Ridge
breeding range (MMy, MSa).
Yellow-throated Warbler: The only two reports were from FF, where breeding
occurs: 11 Jun (AHa) and two on 23 Jul (LCl).
Wilson’s Warbler: One in Dixon Co 8 Jun (JJ) was a lingerer; ELDs were 7 Jun (three
times). There are a few later reports in Jun. In the same Dixon Co yard, one
appeared 20 Jul (JJ), the earliest fall record to date. EEDs are 8-11 Aug, but
there are four reports 29 Jul-5 Aug.
Summer Tanager: As this species has increased in numbers in Nebraska in recent
years, far-flung reports are ensuing. One was singing 26 Jun-2 Jul 2017 at
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Wiseman Monument, Cedar Co, (DSt, MB), and an immature male was
photographed at Fort Niobrara, Cherry Co, 20 Jul 2017 (DYo photo).
Scarlet Tanager: A late presumed migrant male was in Kearney, Buffalo Co, 13 Jun
(LR, RH).
Western Tanager: Breeding has not been confirmed in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts
Bluff and Banner Cos despite several breeding season reports. This summer,
there were four reports there 20 Jun-28 Jul, none providing evidence of
nesting.
Northern Cardinal: There were two reports west and north of the known breeding
range, as this species slowly moves westward. Singles were found each day
at Soldier Creek Wilderness, Sioux Co, 17-19 Jun (EKi, MMy), an area where
a population appears to be establishing, but one at Laing Park, Alliance, Box
Butte Co, 19 Jun (WF) was a surprise.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Westernmost reports of this species within the putative
central Nebraska hybrid zone, where various combinations of Black-headed
and Rose-breasted as well as “pure” birds can occur, were of singles in Furnas
Co 18 Jun (GR) and Gosper Co 19 Jun (GR), and, in the north, at Sharp’s
CG, Cherry Co, 5 Jun (DSa). There were no reports of hybrids, even among
sightings in the hybrid zone.
Black-headed Grosbeak: Reversing the distribution of Rose-breasted Grosbeak, this
species was reported eastward in the hybrid zone to Spencer Dam, Holt Co,
3 Jun (GR), NNF Bessey 3 Jun (4; DHo), and at Blue Hole WMA, Buffalo
Co (AF).
Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine of this uncommon western breeder.
Indigo Bunting: There were two reports of this species from the Panhandle, west of
the narrow eastern Panhandle hybrid zone with Lazuli Bunting. One in
Scottsbluff itself 18 Jun (MMy), along with several other recent Scotts Bluff
Co reports, suggest pure Indigos might be moving westward in the North
Platte River Valley, in common with other primarily eastern species. The
other Panhandle report was of 2-4 at Soldier Creek Wilderness, Sioux Co,
18-19 Jun (MMy); no details of plumage were provided. There are several
previous reports of Indigo Bunting on the Pine Ridge, although many are
likely hybrids. As with the grosbeaks (above), no hybrids of Indigo and
Lazuli Buntings were reported this summer.
Dickcissel: Numbers were high this summer, with several reports in the western
Panhandle. Highest count (estimate?) was the 100 at BOL 22 Jul (MW);
previous summer highs were 75-122.

